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          TOWN OF CHURCHILL

                                            Special Council Meeting

Tuesday, September 29, 2009 at 12:00 pm in Council Chambers



PRESENT:


Mayor Michael Spence





Councilor Louise Lawrie

                                    
Councilor Terry Stover






Albert Meijering, Chief Administrative Officer




Rebecca Allen, Executive Assistant

ALSO PRESENT:

Rose Preteau





Jodi Grosbrink






Mike Goodyear






Tony Bembridge






Lorraine Brandson






Merv Gunter (via teleconference)

REGRETS:


Deputy Mayor Heather Botelho




Councilor Mike Iwanowsky
1.    CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Michael Spence called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m.
2.    APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by L. Lawrie and seconded by T. Stover
209/09  RESOLVED THAT the agenda for Special Meeting be accepted.
CARRIED

3.    BUSINESS OF SPECIAL MEETING
3.1
Via Rail Issues
Rose Preteau started the discussion with Via Rail going down to 2 days per week service after bear season.  She stated that this needs to be stopped immediately because once they take away service we will never get it back.  Currently we have 3 passenger trains arriving into Churchill and 1 coach on the way freight.  They want to cut service to two passenger trains per week only. 

Michael Goodyear stated that he would take two on time trains per week over three that are not on time.  He will fight and support the fact that we want to maintain service of 3 times per week.

Mayor Spence stated that he supported the summer schedule, but is definitely not in support of the proposed schedule after bear season.  

Merv Gunter stated that the Federal Government has to come to the table and fight for the service to stay at 3 times per week.  

Mayor Spence stated that we will talk to the town lawyer and see if there is any legal help we can get.  

Rose Preteau indicated that Via Rail gets funding to come to Churchill.  If they cut back on the service does their funding get reduced?  We should be speaking with the Minister of Transportation to see if they are willing to help.

Mayor Spence stated that we need to be in discussion with all the bayline communities and form a united front.  The rail service into Churchill is a life line.  If it is taken away how are we able to survive?   
Rose Preteau stated that there needs to be an audit to reveal how much funding Via actually gets to operate service to Churchill.
Merv Gunter stated that Destination Churchill will support fighting to keep the 3 trains per week.

The next meeting will be the conference call on October 7, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.  There will need to be a meeting prior to the call at 1:15 p.m.
4. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by T. Stover and seconded by H. Botelho
210/09    WHEREAS the business of the Special Meeting has now been completed;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council do now adjourn.











CARRIED
The meeting concluded at 12:30 p.m. 

        

             Michael Spence




       Albert Meijering
 

             Mayor




                              Chief Administrative Officer





Recapitulation
Motions:

Moved by L. Lawrie and seconded by T. Stover
209/09  RESOLVED THAT the agenda for Special Meeting be accepted.
CARRIED
Moved by T. Stover and seconded by H. Botelho
210/09    WHEREAS the business of the Special Meeting has now been completed;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council do now adjourn.











CARRIED
The meeting concluded at 12:30 p.m. 

